12 QUESTIONS OF JESUS
The gospel records Jesus asking many provoking questions. These questions, while existing primarily
in their original context, can provide profound and penetrating impact when we imagine Jesus
asking them to us.
Take a moment and consider these questions as they apply to you, by digging deeper into the
stories from which they come. One method of doing this is to work through the S.O.A.P. method of
Bible reading, as outlined below. Find a comfortable, quiet space and be sure to set aside at least 510 minutes of uninterrupted, undistracted time for this experience.

S.O.A.P.
SCRIPTURE
Read through the entire passage a few times. Be sure to read slowly, paying attention to everything
that’s happening in the story. As you read, allow yourself to be drawn to a word or phrase that
stands out to you. Try not to overthink this part – you’re not looking for something interesting or
clever, but simply allowing Scripture to speak to you. When you’ve identified a word or phrase,
write it down.
OBSERVATION
Focusing on the word or phrase you’ve selected, begin not by asking what this verse means to you
personally, but by asking simply, “what does it mean?” Notice what’s happening in the story. Who
are the characters and why are they saying or doing these things? Consider the surrounding context
and any interesting details that stand out to you as strange or significant. How might these
observations colour the meaning of a word or provide insight into the phrase that stood out to you?
APPLICATION
Take a moment and consider how what you’re reading might apply to your life right now? What do
these words mean to you? How might God be speaking directly to you through this passage? Is
there a reason you were drawn to this particular word or phrase that has now become clear? What
needs to change in your attitude, thoughts or behaviour because of what you’re hearing?
PRAYER
Write out a short, simple prayer that reflects on what you feel God is saying to you. Ask God for
help in applying the thoughts and ideas you’ve encountered. Invite God to instill these truths in your
mind, anchor them in your heart and work in you to transform your life and character. Thank God
for His timeless word and its ability to connect us to Him.

Why are you so afraid?
Matthew 8:23-27

Then he got into the boat and his disciples followed him. Suddenly a furious storm came up on the lake, so
that the waves swept over the boat. But Jesus was sleeping. The disciples went and woke him, saying, “Lord,
save us! We’re going to drown!”
He replied, “You of little faith, why are you so afraid?” Then he got up and rebuked the winds and the waves,
and it was completely calm.
The men were amazed and asked, “What kind of man is this? Even the winds and the waves obey him!”

Who do you say I am?
Matthew 16:13-20

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of
Man is?”
They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”
“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”
Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”
Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but
by my Father in heaven. And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the
gates of Hades will not overcome it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then he ordered
his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.

What do you want me to do for you?
Mark 10:46-52

Then they came to Jericho. As Jesus and his disciples, together with a large crowd, were leaving the city, a
blind man, Bartimaeus (which means “son of Timaeus”), was sitting by the roadside begging. When he heard
that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”
Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!”
Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.”

So they called to the blind man, “Cheer up! On your feet! He’s calling you.” Throwing his cloak aside, he
jumped to his feet and came to Jesus.
“What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asked him.
The blind man said, “Rabbi, I want to see.”
“Go,” said Jesus, “your faith has healed you.” Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus along the
road.

Why are you thinking these things in your hearts?
Luke 5:17-27

One day Jesus was teaching, and Pharisees and teachers of the law were sitting there. They had come from
every village of Galilee and from Judea and Jerusalem. And the power of the Lord was with Jesus to heal the
sick. Some men came carrying a paralyzed man on a mat and tried to take him into the house to lay him
before Jesus. When they could not find a way to do this because of the crowd, they went up on the roof and
lowered him on his mat through the tiles into the middle of the crowd, right in front of Jesus.
When Jesus saw their faith, he said, “Friend, your sins are forgiven.”
The Pharisees and the teachers of the law began thinking to themselves, “Who is this fellow who speaks
blasphemy? Who can forgive sins but God alone?”
Jesus knew what they were thinking and asked, “Why are you thinking these things in your hearts? Which is
easier: to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? But I want you to know that the Son of
Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to the paralyzed man, “I tell you, get up, take your
mat and go home.” Immediately he stood up in front of them, took what he had been lying on and went
home praising God. Everyone was amazed and gave praise to God. They were filled with awe and said, “We
have seen remarkable things today.”

Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say?
Luke 6:46-49

“Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say? As for everyone who comes to me and hears
my words and puts them into practice, I will show you what they are like. They are like a man building a
house, who dug down deep and laid the foundation on rock. When a flood came, the torrent struck that
house but could not shake it, because it was well built. But the one who hears my words and does not put
them into practice is like a man who built a house on the ground without a foundation. The moment the
torrent struck that house, it collapsed and its destruction was complete.”

Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to your life?
Luke 12:22-34

Then Jesus said to his disciples: “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat; or about
your body, what you will wear. For life is more than food, and the body more than clothes. Consider the
ravens: They do not sow or reap, they have no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. And how much more
valuable you are than birds! Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to your life? Since you cannot
do this very little thing, why do you worry about the rest?
“Consider how the wild flowers grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you, not even Solomon in all his
splendor was dressed like one of these. If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today,
and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how much more will he clothe you—you of little faith! And do not set
your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not worry about it. For the pagan world runs after all such things,
and your Father knows that you need them. But seek his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as
well.
“Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom. ell your possessions
and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will
never fail, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will
be also.

Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds?
Luke 24:36-49

While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with
you.”
They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. He said to them, “Why are you troubled, and
why do doubts rise in your minds? Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost
does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have.”
When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. And while they still did not believe it because of
joy and amazement, he asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of broiled
fish, and he took it and ate it in their presence.
He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written
about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.”
Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. He told them, “This is what is written:
The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance for the forgiveness of sins
will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. I am
going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power
from on high.”

Do you want to get well?
John 5:1-15

Some time later, Jesus went up to Jerusalem for one of the Jewish festivals. Now there is in Jerusalem near
the Sheep Gate a pool, which in Aramaic is called Bethesda[a] and which is surrounded by five covered
colonnades. Here a great number of disabled people used to lie—the blind, the lame, the paralyzed. One
who was there had been an invalid for thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him lying there and learned that he
had been in this condition for a long time, he asked him, “Do you want to get well?”
“Sir,” the invalid replied, “I have no one to help me into the pool when the water is stirred. While I am trying
to get in, someone else goes down ahead of me.”
Then Jesus said to him, “Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.” At once the man was cured; he picked up his
mat and walked.
The day on which this took place was a Sabbath, 10 and so the Jewish leaders said to the man who had been
healed, “It is the Sabbath; the law forbids you to carry your mat.”
But he replied, “The man who made me well said to me, ‘Pick up your mat and walk.’ ”
So they asked him, “Who is this fellow who told you to pick it up and walk?”
The man who was healed had no idea who it was, for Jesus had slipped away into the crowd that was there.
Later Jesus found him at the temple and said to him, “See, you are well again. Stop sinning or something
worse may happen to you.” The man went away and told the Jewish leaders that it was Jesus who had made
him well.

Have I not chosen you?
John 6:60-71
On hearing it, many of his disciples said, “This is a hard teaching. Who can accept it?”
Aware that his disciples were grumbling about this, Jesus said to them, “Does this offend you? Then
what if you see the Son of Man ascend to where he was before! The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts
for nothing. The words I have spoken to you—they are full of the Spirit and life. Yet there are some
of you who do not believe.” For Jesus had known from the beginning which of them did not believe
and who would betray him. He went on to say, “This is why I told you that no one can come to me
unless the Father has enabled them.”
From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him.
“You do not want to leave too, do you?” Jesus asked the Twelve.

Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. We
have come to believe and to know that you are the Holy One of God.”
Then Jesus replied, “Have I not chosen you, the Twelve? Yet one of you is a devil!” (He meant Judas,
the son of Simon Iscariot, who, though one of the Twelve, was later to betray him.)

Do you understand what I have done for you?
John 13:1-17

It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to leave this world and
go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end.
The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already prompted Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, to
betray Jesus. Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from
God and was returning to God; so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel
around his waist. After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them
with the towel that was wrapped around him.
He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?”
Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand.”
“No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.”
Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.”
“Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!”
Jesus answered, “Those who have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their whole body is clean. And
you are clean, though not every one of you.” For he knew who was going to betray him, and that was why he
said not everyone was clean.
When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. “Do you
understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for
that is what I am. Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one
another’s feet. I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. Very truly I tell you, no
servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. Now that you
know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.

Don’t you know me, even after I have been among you such a long time?
John 14:5-14

Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?”
Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If
you really know me, you will know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.”
Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.”
Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone
who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Don’t you believe that I am in
the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you I do not speak on my own authority. Rather,
it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the
Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the works themselves. Very truly I tell you, whoever
believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because I
am going to the Father. And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the
Son. You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.

Do you love me?
John 21:15-19

When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than
these?”
“Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.”
Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.”
Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”
He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.”
Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.”
The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”
Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all
things; you know that I love you.”
Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. Very truly I tell you, when you were younger you dressed yourself and went
where you wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you
and lead you where you do not want to go.” Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter
would glorify God. Then he said to him, “Follow me!”

